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Hope: Week 1 of Advent (November 27) 

Bible Story: Gabriel, Zechariah & Elizabeth (Luke 1:11-22, 62-64) 
Theme: Christmas Past 
Alternates: Angel Candle, Prophecy Candle 

 
Love: Week 2 of Advent (December 4) 

Bible Story: Mary & Joseph (Luke 1:28-33; Matthew 1:20-21) 
Theme: Red and Green 
Alternates: Mary & Joseph Candle, Preparation Candle 

 

Peace: Week 3 of Advent (December 11) 

Bible Story: Jesus’ Birth and the Shepherds (Luke 2:1-20) 
Theme: Spreading the News 
Alternates: Shepherds Candle, Proclamation or Anticipation Candle 

 
Joy: Week 4 of Advent (December 18) 

Bible Story: The Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12) 
Theme: Birthday Party for Baby Jesus 
Alternates: Wise Men (Magi) Candle, Revelation Candle 

 
Christmas (December 25!) 

 
  



 

What is advent? 
Each year, we celebrate Advent. Advent refers to the “coming” or “arrival” of Jesus Christ and it’s 
a time when we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christmas and the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas. It varies from 22 to 28 days and ends with Christmas 
Eve. Many families continue their celebration by lighting the center or Christ candle on 
Christmas Day.  
 

What does it mean to prepare our hearts for Christmas? 
It is easy to get caught up in the busyness of buying gifts, decorating, and visiting with family and 
friends. None of these things are bad, but we don’t ever want to forget the reason we celebrate 
Christmas – Jesus’ birth. Advent reminds us to slow down and to spend time in worship and praise 
to God. Advent is a time of waiting, expectation, and longing. As we wait for Christmas, gather 
together to know and experience the presence of Christ. 
 

What are the colors of Advent? 
Traditionally, we think of red, green, white, silver, and gold when we think of Christmas. The 
traditional colors of Advent are purple and pink. Purple refers to both the coming of Jesus, the 
royal King, and repentance or asking Jesus to forgive us of our sins. The pink, joyful color reminds 
us reminds us of the joy that is ours because Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins.  
 

What is the Advent wreath? 
Advent means coming. In the four weeks before Christmas, believers use an Advent wreath to 
celebrate the coming of Jesus. It holds four candles, one for each week of Advent. Some families 
may also place a candle in the center of the wreath to celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas day. Our 
Advent wreath is in the shape of a circle which has no beginning and no end to remind us of the 
promise of a never ending life forever with God. 
 
Each week we light a new candle. The light of each candle represents the light that Christ brings 
to the world. On Christmas day, a white candle announces the birth of Jesus who is the Light of 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
May the Lord bless your family as you take time to prepare for and to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 
 
  



Hope Week 1 of Advent 

Bible Story: Gabriel, Zechariah & Elizabeth (Luke 1:11-22, 62-64) 
Theme: Christmas Past 
Alternates: Angel Candle, Prophecy Candle 
 

Preparation 
 What day _______, when ______, and where ______ will you have your advent devotions? 
 Where will you display the Advent wreath? 
 Where will you display the nativity set? 
   

   
 

Devotional Supplies 
 Bible 
 Advent wreath, candles, and matches 

 Nativity set 
 Music 

   
 

Dinner 
 Best dishes and glasses – Who is more special than your family? 
 Keep the food simple and “kid friendly.” 
 Prepare family favorites and/or celebrate your family’s culture. 
   

   
 

Advent Activity Ideas 
 Read a Christmas book together. 
 Create an Advent wreath together. 
 Draw a picture (or pictures) that reminds you of what we are celebrating the first week of 

Advent. Create a memory book for your pictures. 
 Make or do something for someone else that would give that person hope. 
   

   
 

Christmas Past Activity Ideas 
 Watch family videos or look at photos. 
 Choose a favorite family activity to do together. It might be a puzzle for the family that will 

last the month, a game, or a read aloud book. 
 Create placemats to use each week (paper, craft supplies, contact paper or laminator) 
   

   

  



Hope 
Week 1 of Advent: Devotional 

Introduce Advent 

Be sure your family understands why you are celebrating advent and the 
meaning of the various symbols used.  

If you choose to display a Bible near the Advent wreath or the nativity set, place it there now. 

 

Lighting of the Christmas Candles: The Candle of Hope 

We light the Christmas Candles to get our hearts ready to celebrate Christmas. Talk about the 
colors of the candles you have chosen (See page 3). 
 
Today, we light the first candle. It is called the Candle of Hope to remind us of the hope Jesus 
brings to the world. In the Christmas story, we hear how God sent angels to share good news. 
Today, we read about the first of the angel visits. Read Luke 1:11-22. 
 
After Zechariah and Elizabeth’s child was born, a miracle happened. Read Luke 1:62-64.  
 
Zechariah told the people that the Savior had come and He would be the Hope of the world. 
 
Together, we light the Candle of Hope to remind us that Jesus is our Hope. He is the Light of the 
world and He is always with us. Light the first candle. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to earth. Thank You for giving us hope. Help us to 
share that hope with others as we focus on You this advent season. Amen. 
 
Sing: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
 
Dig Deeper: 

 What are you hopeful for this Christmas? 
 How can you bring hope to someone this Christmas? 
 Read scripture passages about giving and receiving gifts: John 3:16; Romans 6:23; 

Matthew 6:1-4; 7:7-12; 25:35-40. What is God’s gift to us? What do these passages say 
about giving? How do you feel about giving and receiving gifts? 

 
 

Nativity Scene 

Set up the stable. Add the angel to remember today’s story. Also, add any animals you have (you 
may wish to save the sheep for week 3) for your nativity set. Talk about where Jesus was born and 
the animals that would have been there. You may choose to do some research about the town of 
Bethlehem and stables during the time of Jesus’ birth. 

 



Love Week 2 of Advent 

Bible Story: Mary & Joseph (Luke 1:28-33; Matthew 1:20-21) 
Theme: Red and Green 
Alternates: Mary & Joseph Candle, Preparation Candle 
 

Preparation 
   

   

 

Devotional Supplies 
 Bible 
 Advent wreath, candles, and matches 

 Nativity set 
 Music 

   

 

Dinner 
 Red and green dishes and decorations 
 Red and green food! (e.g. spaghetti sauce, chili, salad, red and green fruits and vegetables, 

red velvet cake, or Christmas cookies with red and green icing and decorations) 
 You may consider selecting finger foods or appetizers that can be set up as a buffet or if 

your family likes Mexican food, there are many red and green foods such as salsa and 
guacamole. There is also a super easy recipe for Taco Soup in the resources section. 

   

   

 
Advent Activity Ideas 

 Read a Christmas book together. 
 Draw a picture (or pictures) that reminds you of what we are celebrating the second week 

of Advent. Save the pictures in the memory book you created the first week. 
 Make or do something for someone else that would bring peace into that person’s life. 
   

   

 

Red and Green Activity Ideas 
 Watch a family-friendly Christmas movie together. Pop popcorn or purchase some boxes of 

movie candy. Make a promise to be “all present” – no cell phones, no trips to the laundry 
room, and no distractions. 

 Turn on the Christmas lights or light some candles, and turn off the house lights. 
 If your Christmas tree is up, grab your sleeping bags and sleep under the tree.  
   

   

  



Love 
Week 2 of Advent: Devotional 

Lighting of the Christmas Candles: The Candle of Love 

We light the Christmas candles to get our hearts ready to celebrate Christmas. Last time, we lit 
the Candle of Hope to remind us of the hope we have in Jesus our Savior and in God’s promises. 
Relight the first candle.  
 
Today, we light the second candle. The Candle of Love reminds us that God gave us the best gift 
ever because of His great love for us. What was that gift? (His Son, Jesus.)  
 
God sent an angel to prepare Mary, Jesus’ mother, for His birth. Read Luke 1:28-33. God also sent 
an angel to prepare Joseph, Jesus’ father, for Jesus’ birth. Read Matthew 1:20-21. God chose 
Mary and Joseph, two people who loved each other and loved Him. Their faith and love for God 
gave them the courage to follow His will for their lives. Our faith and love for God can help us 
follow His will knowing that He is in control and has a purpose for us in His kingdom. 
 
We light the second candle of Advent, the Candle of Love, to remind us that God sent Jesus to 
show His love for us. The best way we can say thank you to God is to love Him back! Light the 
second candle. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your Son, Jesus, to earth as a 
baby. We love You. Help us to show that love to those around us in what we say and do. Guide 
our steps as we follow Your will for our lives. Amen. 
 
Sing: “Silent Night” or “O, Little Town of Bethlehem.”  
 
Dig Deeper: 

 What are some ways we can show God we love Him? 
 How can we show God’s love to our family? Friends? Neighbors? Others? 
 Read scriptures about love: Psalm 18:1; Psalm 63:3; Matthew 22:36-39; John 3:16; 1 

Corinthians 13; 1 Peter 4:8; 1 John 4:7.  
 

Nativity Scene 

Add Mary and Joseph to your nativity set. Talk about how they may have felt when they heard they 
were to be parents of God’s Son.  

  



Peace
e 

Week 3 of Advent 

Bible Story: Jesus’ Birth and the Shepherds (Luke 2:1-20) 
Theme: Spreading the News 
Alternates: Shepherds Candle, Proclamation or Anticipation Candle 
 

Preparation 
   

   
 

Devotional Supplies 
 Bible 
 Advent wreath, candles, and matches 

 Nativity set 
 Music 

   
 

Dinner 
 Friendship Soup or Salad: Create jars of soup mix (or salad) to give as gifts. Use the first one 

to make soup for your family as you finish preparing the gifts.  
 OR! Have a dinner of things you “spread” (or dip) such as cheese fondue, hummus, 

guacamole, fruit dips, cheesy bread, chicken salad, or even peanut butter and jelly! 
 Bethlehem supper: Choose foods from Biblical times: pita or flat bread, olive oil dip, cheese, 

figs, nuts, cheese, hummus, and yogurt (Recipes at cookingwiththebible.com). Sit on the 
floor and eat by candle light. Eat from a wooden cutting board or bowls and without utensils. 

   
 

Advent Activity Ideas 
 Read a Christmas book together. 
 Draw a picture (or pictures) that reminds you of what we are celebrating the third week of 

Advent. Save the pictures in the memory book you created the first week. 
 Make or do something for someone else that would bring joy into that person’s life. 
   

   
 

“Spreading the News” Activity Ideas 
 Go Christmas caroling! 
 Make simple gifts for your neighbors such as homemade trail mix or Hot Cocoa Mix in a Jar.  
 Decide on a way your family can spread the news of Jesus’ birth. Make or purchase a gift, 

make and send a card, give a gift of service, or invite someone to join you at church. 
 Send Christmas cards, praying for the people to whom you send cards. 
 Create a paper chain writing the name of each person you are praying for on a link. 
 Each family member makes a card for one special person, telling them what they appreciate 

about them. 
 Take a walk (or drive) to look at lights. 
   

   



Peace
e 

Week 3 of Advent: Devotional 

Lighting of the Christmas Candles: The Candle of Peace 

We light the Christmas candles to get our hearts ready to celebrate Christmas. We have already 
lit the Candles of Hope and of Love. (Relight the first two candles.) Today, we light the third 
candle. We call it the Candle of Peace to remind us of the peace we receive through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
 

Today, we read the Christmas story from Luke 2:1-20. Read. As needed, explain who Caesar 
August was and why Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. Shepherds were some of the least 
respected people in those days, but God chose them to be the first to hear about Jesus’ birth.  
 

Read Luke 2:14 again. When Jesus entered the world, He brought peace to us: peace with God, 
peace with others, and peace in our own hearts. We light the third candle of Advent, the Candle 
of Peace, to remind us of the peace that enters our lives when we experience the presence of 
Jesus Christ. Light the third candle. 
 

Prayer: Dear God, sometimes our lives are anything but peaceful. Help us to quiet our minds, 
mouths, and bodies as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. We know that as we give our hearts 
to You, we can have peace that passes all understanding. Guide us in all we say and do, so we 
reflect Your peace to those around us. Amen. 
 

Sing: “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” “Away in a Manger,” or “The Little Drummer Boy.” Alternate 
songs referencing peace: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” or “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.” 
 

Dig Deeper:  
 The shepherds returned to their ordinary lives after they saw baby Jesus, but they were 

changed. When we see Jesus face-to-face, we too are changed. Jesus gives us a new heart. 
Read Ezekiel 36:26-27 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. If you or your child has not received Christ 
into your heart, this is a great time to talk about what it means to have a personal 
relationship with Christ. For a resource, check out http://tinyurl.com/believersguide 

 What keeps you from having peace in your life? What is one practical step you can do to 
bring peace into that situation? 

 What is one way you can reflect peace to those around you? 
 Read scriptures about peace: Psalm 29:11; Isaiah 26:3; 55:12; Micah 5:5; Matthew 11:28-29; 

Ephesians 2:13-16.  
 One of the names of Jesus is “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). Because of Christ’s sacrifice, we 

are restored to a relationship of peace with God (Romans 5:1). This is the deep, abiding 
peace between our hearts and our Creator that cannot be taken away (John 10:27–28) and 
the ultimate fulfillment of Christ’s work as “Prince of Peace.” 

 Peaceful doesn’t mean easy or without conflict. It does mean that no matter what we are 
facing, we can ask God for His peace, a peace that passes all understanding (Philippians 4:7). 

 

Nativity Scene 

Add the baby Jesus, shepherds, and sheep to your nativity set. Talk about how the shepherds must 
have felt when they saw the angels that night. If you have younger children, talk about sheep and 
the role of shepherds: “What do sheep eat?” or “What do shepherds do to care for their sheep?”  

http://tinyurl.com/believersguide


Joy 
Week 4 of Advent 

Bible Story: The Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12) 
Theme: Birthday Party for Baby Jesus 
Alternates: Wise Men (Magi) Candle, Revelation Candle 
 

Preparation 
 Optional: Decorate for a birthday party.  

   

 

Devotional Supplies 
 Bible 
 Advent wreath, candles, and matches 

 Nativity set 
 Music 

   
 

Dinner 
 Serve a birthday cake and sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. 
 If your family has any birthday dinner traditions, adapt them for this occasion. 
   

 

Advent Activity Ideas 
 Read a Christmas book together.  

o The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomi dePaola (Also at www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s0C5V4OB18) 
 Draw a picture (or pictures) that reminds you of what we are celebrating the fourth week of 

Advent. Save the pictures in the memory book you created the first week. 
 Make or do something to show someone love. 
   

 

“Birthday Party for Jesus” Activity Ideas 
 Play birthday party games. 

o “Pin the Hay in the Manger” or “Pin the Candle on the Cake” 
o Christmas Charades 
o “Musical Present”: Before the party, wrap a small present in ten or more layers of paper 

fastening each layer with masking tape. Everyone sits in a circle. As you play Christmas 
music, the gift is passed around the circle. When the music stops, the person holding the 
gift unwraps one layer. The person who unwraps the final layer wins the gift. You may 
choose to wrap a gift (candy, noise makers, etc.) that can be shared. The winner hands a 
gift to each person. 

 Place each family member’s name on a slip of paper and draw names. Over the next week, 
pray for the person whose name you chose and choose one way you can help that person. 

   
  

https://d.docs.live.net/8246cdfeee983161/Advent%20Workshop/www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s0C5V4OB18


Joy 
Week 4 of Advent: Devotional 

The Lighting of the Christmas Candles: The Candle of Joy 

We light the Christmas candles to get our hearts ready to celebrate Christmas. 
We have already lit the Candles of Hope, Love, and Peace. Relight the first three 
candles. Today, we light the fourth candle. We call it the Candle of Joy to remind us of the 
“good news of great joy for all people” that the angels shared with the shepherds. Jesus was 
born that day!  
 
Today, we read about the Wise Men (Magi) and the gifts they brought to Jesus. The Bible tells us 
that the Wise Men came from a long distance to seek the newborn King. Read Matthew 2:1-12.  
 
We light the fourth candle of Advent, the Candle of Joy, to remind us of the joy we feel when we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth and to remind us to share that joyful news with others. And there is more 
good news! Jesus came to earth to be our Savior and one day, He will come to earth again. Light 
the fourth candle. 
 
Prayer: Thank You, Lord, that we can worship You just as the wise men did. May we be as excited 
about knowing You as they were. Help us to let others know Christmas is special because it is 
Jesus’ birthday. Show us how we can bring joy to those around us this Christmas season and 
always. Amen. 
 
Sing: “We Three Kings,” “Joy to the World,” or “The First Noel.”  
 
Dig Deeper: 

 Did you know that, although the Bible says the Wise Men brought three gifts, it doesn’t say 
how many wise men were there? Did you also know that although we place the Wise Men 
in the manger along with Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds, they probably did not arrive 
until Jesus was maybe even 2-years-old? Read more at http://www.jba.gr/about-the-wise-
men.htm 

 Why did the Wise Men bring gifts to baby Jesus? *See quote below. 
 What gift can you give to Jesus? 
 Share something joyful that happened to you today or this week.  
 How can you bring joy to someone you know? 
 Read scriptures about joy: Psalm 47:1-2; Psalm 126:2-3; Romans 15:13; 1 Peter 1:8; 

Hebrews 12:1-3.  
 

Nativity Scene 

Add the wise men to your nativity set.  
 
* “Each of the gifts that the Wise Men brought has a special meaning. Gold stood for the riches of a 
king. Jesus would be King of kings. Incense was used by priests in temple worship. Jesus would be 
our high priest who would go between us and the Father. Myrrh was a perfume put on people after 
they died. Jesus would die as the perfect sacrifice for our sins. The Wise Men’s gifts showed that 
Jesus would be King, Priest, and Sacrifice.” (Hibbard, Ann. Celebrating Advent. 2011. p. 75)  

http://www.jba.gr/about-the-wise-men.htm
http://www.jba.gr/about-the-wise-men.htm


Christ Christmas Eve (or Christmas Day)  

Bible Story: Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:1-20) 
Theme: A Time for Traditions 
 

Preparation 
   

   

 

Devotional Supplies 
 Bible 
 Advent wreath, candles, and matches 

 Nativity set 
 Music 

   
 

Dinner 
 For some families the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day meal is a big event. For other families, 

meals are simple and pre-prepared. Even Chinese take-out (they are generally open on 
holidays) can become a family tradition! Whatever you do, include everyone in the planning 
and preparation and make it, truly, a family meal. 

   

   

 
Christmas Story Activity Ideas 

 Act out the Christmas story. Make simple costumes for each person. A ring of silver or 
garland can be an angel’s halo. A strip of cloth can be a shepherd’s headpiece. Robes, t-
shirts with rope belts, or long pajama shirts can make for quick costumes. 

 Read a Christmas book together. 
 Draw a picture (or pictures) that reminds you of what we celebrate on Christmas Day. Save 

the pictures in the memory book you created the first week. 
 Invite someone to share your Christmas meal with you. 
   

   
 

“A Time for Traditions” Activity Ideas 
 Traditions give us something to look forward to each year and they help us know what to 

expect. Find balance between your extended family’s old traditions and your family’s new 
traditions. Choose simple things that help your family celebrate Jesus’ birth: the Advent 
wreath, family nights, special meals or desserts, scents, sounds, articles of clothing, 
activities, or just stopping your normal busy schedule and being together at home. 

   

   

  



Christ 
Christmas Eve (or Christmas Day)  

Lighting of the Christmas Candles: The Christ Candle 

In this season of Advent, we have used the Advent wreath and its 
candles to get us ready for this great celebration of Jesus’ birth. We have already lit the Candles 
of Hope, Love, Peace, and Joy. (Relight the first four candles.) Today, we light the fifth candle. We 
call it the Christ Candle to remind us that today we celebrate Jesus’ birth. Jesus has come! 
 
Jesus brought HOPE to the world. God sent His Son to earth because of His LOVE for us. He brings 
PEACE to us with God and others. We celebrate His birth with JOY! Read Luke 2:1-7. 
 
We light the fifth candle, the Christ Candle, and celebrate who Jesus is and all He has done. Light 
the center candle. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, as we light the Christ Candle today, may we celebrate with full joy the birth of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. May our hearts be filled with the hope, love, peace, and joy that only You 
can give. Amen. 
 
Sing your favorite Christmas carol. 
 
 

Nativity Scene 

If you’ve already added baby Jesus, you may consider removing him before your family time and 
then having someone place him back in the manger now.  

 

 

 

Daily Devotional beginning November 27 

Facebook:Celebrate Advent 
 

Northland Advent Family Devotional  
Available in the bookstore (free) or download at http://tinyurl.com/northlandadvent 

 

 

 

God bless your family! Merry Christmas!! 

  

http://tinyurl.com/northlandadvent


Christmas Books See them on Amazon at http://a.co/gbz8I6D  

Christmas Board Books for ages 0-3 

Christmas in the Manger by Nola Buck (Nativity story) 
Touch and Feel: Baby Jesus Is Born, produced by Reader’s Digest (Nativity story) 
Who Is Coming to Our House by Joseph Slate (Nativity story) 
The Christmas Story by Patricia A. Pingry (Nativity story) 
The First Noel by Tom Newsom (Nativity story, Week 4) 
 

Christmas Picture Books 

A is for Angel: A Christmas Alphabet and Activity Book by Debbie Trafton O’Neal 
Away in a Manger, Thomas Kinkade (Nativity story) 
God Gave Us Christmas by Lisa Tawn Bergren 
Goodnight, Manger by Laura Sassi (Nativity story) 
Humphrey’s First Christmas by Carol Heyer (Nativity story-Wise men) 
King of the Stable by Melody Carlson (Nativity story) 
Mary’s First Christmas by Walter Wangerin Jr. (Nativity story)  
One Baby Jesus by Patricia A. Pingry (Nativity story) 
Room for a Little One by Martin Waddell 
The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by Susan Wojiechowski 
The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado (Experience God’s love for those who feel alone or different.) 
The First Christmas by Carol Heyer (Nativity story) 
The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry  
The Little Drummer Boy by Ezra Jack Keats (Nativity story) 
The Night Before Christmas by Jan Brett 
The Night Before Christmas by Tasha Tudor 
The Night Before Christmas by Will Moses 
The Stable Where Jesus Was Born by Rhonda Gowler Greene (Nativity story) 
The Tale of Three Trees: A Traditional Folktale by Angela Elwell Hunt 
The Very First Christmas by Paul L. Maier and Frank Ordaz (Nativity story) 
Tiny Baby Jesus by Dandi Daley Mackall (Nativity story) 
 

Christmas Symbols 

The Candymaker’s Gift by David and Helen Haidle 
The Christmas Candle by Richard Paul Evans 
The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg 
The Legend of the Christmas Cookie: Sharing the True Meaning of Christmas by DD Mackall 
The Legend of the Three Trees, Book adaptation by Catherine McCafferty 
The Pine Tree Parable by Liz Curtis Higgs 
 

Christmas Read-Alouds 

The Christmas Candle, Max Lucado 
What God Wants For Christmas by Barbara Rainey (Interactive Nativity) 
 

http://a.co/gbz8I6D


Christmas Activity Books 
Nativity Stained Glass Coloring Book by Marty Noble (Dover Coloring Book) 
I Spy Christmas: A Book of Picture Riddles by Jean Marzollo 
Can You See What I See?: Night Before Christmas by Walter Wick 
 

Christmas Coloring Books 

Because of Bethlehem Christmas Coloring Book by Max Lucado 
Christmas Coloring Art Book by Product Concept  
Christian coloring books for young children can be found on christianbook.com 

 
Santa/St. Nicholas 

Mommy, Was Santa Claus Born on Christmas, Too? By Barbara Knoll 
Santa’s Favorite Story: Santa Tells the Story of the First Christmas by Hisako Aoki 
Santa, Are You For Real? by Harold Myra 
 

Just for Fun! 

Bear Stays Up for Christmas by Karma Wilson 
Merry Christmas, Curious George by Margaret and H.A. Rey 
Mortimer’s Christmas Manger by Karma Wilson 
Peanuts’ A Charlie Brown Christmas by Charles M. Schulz 
Christy: Christmastime at Cutter Gap by Nancy LeSound 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss 
Harold at the North Pole by Crockett Johnson 
The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 
 

Advent: Daily Devotionals for the Family 

The Family Book of Advent: 25 Stories & Activities to Celebrate the Meaning of Christmas (Uses the 
candles of Hope, Peace, Joy & Love.) by Carol Garborg 

Celebrating Advent: Family Devotions and Activities for the Christmas Season by Ann Hibbard (Two 
sets of devotions for Advent) 

The 25 Days of Christmas: An Advent Celebration for the Entire Family by Rebecca Hayford Bauer 
(out-of-print, find used copies online) 

Unwrapping the Greatest Gift by Ann Voskamp (based on the Jesse Tree) 
 

Christmas Idea Books 

The Everything Christmas Book: Stories, Songs, Food, Traditions … (Everything (Adams Media) Aug 
2000 by Brandon Toropov and Sharon Gapen Cook (out-of-print, used copies online) 

 

Christmas Movies 

Max Lucado’s The Christmas Candle (Free on Amazon Prime, or $ DVD, Amazon, YouTube)  
  



Free Downloads and Ideas  

Pinterest: Celebrate Advent  https://www.pinterest.com/celebrateadvent 
 
 

Recipes 

Friendship Soup 

1/3 cup beef bouillon granules  
1/4 cup dried minced onion  
1/2 cup dried split peas  
1/2 cup uncooked twist macaroni  
1/4 cup barley  
1/2 cup dry lentils  
1/3 cup long-grain white rice  
1 cup uncooked tri-color spiral pasta 
 

(1) Use a canning funnel or any funnel that has about a 2-inch neck. This will make it easier to 
fill the jar with the ingredients. Be sure to use a wide-mouth, 1-quart canning jar.  

(2) Layer ingredients in the order given: bouillon, onion flakes, split peas, small shape pasta, 
barley, lentils, rice, and enough tricolor spiral pasta to fill jar.  

(3) Attach label from the resources section with the cooking instructions: In a large kettle, 
brown 1 pound ground beef or stew beef cut into bite-size pieces in a little olive oil. 
Remove tricolor pasta from top of jar and reserve. Add the rest of the jar contents to the 
kettle with 12 cups water. Let come to a boil and simmer 45 minutes. Add tricolor pasta and 
simmer 15 minutes more. Serve with your favorite bread or rolls and a tossed salad. 

 

Link: http://allrecipes.com/recipe/12944/love-soup-mix-in-a-jar/ 

Video lesson on Friendship Soup: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7w7yXkJTu0 
Lesson Plan includes writing prompts, discussion starters and printables. Scroll down on this page: 

http://www.thenedshow.com/lessonplans.html 
 
 
 

Friendship Salad 

Make a fruit salad mixing your favorite fruits and marshmallows, for some fun. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7w7yXkJTu0
http://www.thenedshow.com/lessonplans.html


Taco Soup 

Brown  10 oz. lean ground beef 
 1 chopped onion 
 
Add 2 (15oz) cans diced tomatoes 
 1 (8 oz) can tomato sauce 
 1 (15oz) can kidney or pinto beans w/liquid 
 1 (15oz) can black beans, drained 
 1 (15oz) can corn w/liquid 
 3 cups water 
 1 pkg. taco seasoning 
 1 pkg. ranch dressing mix 
 
Heat thoroughly and enjoy! 
 
 
 

Hot Chocolate Mix in a Jar 

Top it with marshmallows, candy canes, and chocolate chips for an extra special treat! 
Serves: 7-8 
 
3/4 cup non-fat dry milk powder 
3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
3/4 cup powdered sugar 
Optional garnishes: Mini chocolate chips, crushed candy canes, or mini marshmallows 
 
Layer the ingredients in order in a quart-size wide-mouth mason jar. Fill gift jars or bags. Include 
the following instructions. 

Before use, mix ingredients well. For one serving, combine ½ cup of 
hot chocolate mix with 1 cup boiling water in a cup or mug. Stir until 
dissolved and enjoy! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Chalkboard Recipe Labels 
http://blog.worldlabel.com/2013/chalkboard-style-christmas-labels-for-gifts.html 

  



Christmas Carol Lyrics  
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing over the plains 
And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo-ori-a in excelsis de-o 
Glo-ori-a in excelsis de-o 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King 
Glo-ori-a in excelsis de-o 
Glo-ori-a in excelsis de-o 
 
 
Away In a Manger 
 
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the sky 
looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray! 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the sky 
looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 
While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens, 
There shone a holy light: 
 
Chorus 
Go, tell it on the mountain  
Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born. 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior's birth: 

(Chorus) 

Down in a lowly manger 
Our humble Christ was born 
And God send us salvation, 
That blessed Christmas morn: 

(Chorus) 

 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788), 1739 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise; 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
 
  



It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
Edmund H. Sears (1810-1876), 1849 
 
It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men 
From heaven's all gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 
 
 
Joy To The World 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make 
His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders and wonders of His love 
 
 
 
 
 

The Little Drummer Boy 
 
Come they told me. Pa rum pum pum pum 
A new born King to see. Pa rum pum pum pum 
Our finest gifts we bring. Pa rum pum pum pum 
To lay before the kIng. Pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum 
 
So to honor Him. Pa rum pum pum pum 
When we come 
 
Little baby. Pa rum pum pum pum 
I am a poor boy too. Pa rum pum pum pum 
I have no gift to bring. Pa rum pum pum pum 
That's fit to give our King. Pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum 
 
Shall I play for you. Pa rum pum pum pum 
On my drum 
 
Mary nodded. Pa rum pum pum pum 
The ox and lamb kept time. Pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my drum for Him. Pa rum pum pum pum 
I played my best for Him. Pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum 
 
Then He smiled at me. Pa rum pum pum pum 
Me and my drum. 
 
 
O Holy Night 
J.S.Dwight & A.C.Adam, 19th Century 
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine, O night, O night divine! 
 
 
 
  



O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Attributed to John Francis Wade (ca. 1711-1786) 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him born the King of angels; 
 

Chorus 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God, glory in the highest; 

(Chorus) 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

(Chorus) 
 
 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

Chorus 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who orderest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 

(Chorus) 

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

(Chorus) 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

(Chorus) 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), 1868 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie. 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
 
Silent Night 
Joseph Mohr (1792-1848), 1818 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, All is bright 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so Tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Christ the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light! 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King! 
Christ the Savior is here, 
Jesus the Savior is here! 
 
Silent night, Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus Lord at thy birth; 
Jesus Lord at thy birth. 
 
 
  



The First Noel 
English carol, 17th century 
 
The first Noel the angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay, 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel Noel Noel Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel Noel Noel Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then entered in those wise men three 
Full reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence 
Their gold, and myrrh and frankincense. 
Noel Noel Noel Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught 
And with His blood mankind hath bought. 
Noel Noel Noel Noel! Born is the King of Israel! 
 
 
We Three Kings 
We three kings of orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Chorus 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright. 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice! 
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, 
heaven to earth replies. 

(Chorus) 

What Child Is This? 
William Chatterton Dix, published ca. 1865 
 
What Child is this, who laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
Chorus 
This, this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh; 
Come peasant, king to own Him. 
The King of Kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

(Chorus) 

Raise, raise, the song on high, 
The Virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy joy for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

(Chorus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Durys 
Email: bethany.durys@northlandchurch.net 
Facebook: Celebrate Advent 
Pinterest: Celebrate Advent 
 
 


